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The Governor’s Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives (GFBCI) is currently accepting applications for eight (8) AmeriCorps VISTA members and one (1) VISTA leader. Candidates must be available to serve in Montgomery, Alabama for a one-year term of service.  The VISTA program is a full immersion program, therefore no outside employment or educational opportunities are permitted during the member’s term of service. The GFBCI is a highly demanding, professional work environment. 

Special Requirements:
Willing to serve holidays and weekends during disaster and emergency situations.  Willing to participate in special training programs, workshops and classes as required.  Willing to dress in a neat and professional manner and wear departmental shirts and identification when necessary.  Willing to travel as required.
Interfaith Disaster Network:
The following two (2) positions will concentrate on the creation of an Interfaith Disaster Network in Alabama counties to better prepare for future disasters. These members will provide capacity building to faith-based organizations, particularly in rural and impoverished areas, to support disaster response. Members will also provide support to the Alabama Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (ALVOAD).
Duties will include, but are not limited to:

· Identify the disaster-related resources and needs of faith-based communities/organizations 

· Develop and distribute operational resources (manuals, resource lists, contact information, etc.) to participating faith-based organizations

· Maintain and update directory of faith-based organizations that are trained and that have resources they can bring to bear in event of disasters

· Provide training to faith-based organizations in the area of disaster preparedness and response

· Develop a system to coordinate or direct (on a voluntary basis) the mobilization of volunteers and other resources in event of disasters

· Build and sustain partnerships with FEMA, AEMA, ALVOAD, the Red Cross, and other agencies and organizations
· Build and sustain relationships with local Voluntary Organizations Active in Disasters (VOAD)
· Develop resources needed to maintain all operations, including planning

· Conduct outreach to faith-based and other organizations

· Ensure accessibility to all special needs populations

· Collaborate with the Volunteer and Donations Coordination Center to promote responsible donation at meetings and events

Qualifications and Skills needed:

· Customer service oriented; able and willing to work within diverse audiences, communities and groups;

· Comfortable presenting and training large groups of people

· Able to perform consistently at a highly functioning level in a stressed and ever changing environment. 
· Must be computer literate and familiar working with Microsoft Office Suite (Word, PowerPoint, Excel, Access, Internet Explorer)

· Previous experience in emergency management or as a disaster volunteer is preferred, but not required
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VISTA members receive a monthly living allowance of $831, health coverage, optional life insurance, and at the end of a successful term of service, a $4725 education award or a $1200 cash stipend. To inquire about joining, please contact:


Ruth Smith at the Governor’s Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives 1-877-273-5018,


For more information, please visit our website at  � HYPERLINK "http://www.ServeAlabama.gov" ��www.ServeAlabama.gov� or apply at � HYPERLINK "http://www.AmeriCorps.gov" ��www.AmeriCorps.gov�














