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Housing Buyouts
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) buyouts

Lands must remain as 
undeveloped open space

Minimal guidance for how to
practically manage open space
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Audience
Various locations
Various capacity

Lumberton, NC (p. 46-47)
 Land Planning

Charlo�e, NC (p. 36-37)
Site Design

Linden, NJ (p. 56-57)
Maintenance

Northfield, VT (p. 54-55)
Implementation

Detroit, MI (p. 18-19)
Community Needs Assessment

Dauphin Island, AL (p. 48-49)
Implementation

Missouri (p. 58-59)
Community Needs Assessment

Erie, CO (p. 32-33)
Site Design

Oso, WA (p. 6-7)
Site Design

Snohomish County (p. 50-51)
Land Planning

Tulsa, OK (p. 40-41)
Maintenance

Harris County, TX (p. 38-39)
Land Planning

Grand Forks, ND (p. 61-62)
Land Planning

Government Officials
Federal, State, Local

Professionals
Landscape Architects, Land Use 
Planners, Emergency Managers, 
Floodplain administrators

Community
Individual Residents, Non-
profits, Others as identified (see 
Open Space Management Team)

Case Study Locations



Apply Planning 
and Design 
Principles

Follow FEMA 
Guidance on 
Land Useage

Describe 
Available 
Resources

Empower Communities to Successfully Manage 
Open Space from FEMA Buyouts

Overall Goal
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Case Study
Example



Case Studies Theme Subcategory Key Takeaways

Oso, WA Site Design Memorialization Coordination among residents; local, state, and federal 
government officials; and the design firm who donated their 
time and expertise was critical to the success of the project.

Memorialization of buyout sites can achieve commemorative, 
recreational, educational, and ecological objectives.

Funding for projects like memorials can be raised from multiple 
sources, including federal, state, and local governments, as well 
as non-governmental organizations.

Detroit, MI Community 
Needs 
Assessment

Environmental
Justice

Open space management can address a community’s 
environmental justice needs.

Community non-profit organizations can help define open 
space management planning goals.

Buyout properties can serve as an important part of a larger 
urban stormwater management program.

Collective ownership of resources on buyout parcels benefits 
residents.

Land trusts can serve as partners for open space management 
and lessen the administrative burden on municipalities.

Erie, CO Site Design Environmental 
Design

Proactive, environmentally focused open space management 
design is an effective way to protect a rapidly growing 
community from natural hazards like floods and wildfires.

Appropriately programmed open space land can result in low- 
maintenance alternatives.

Collaborating with community partners can foster locally- 
specific options.

Charlotte/ 
Mecklenburg, NC

Site Design Multi-Objective
Planning

Buyout properties provide an opportunity to reuse and recycle 
materials with the help of local partners like Habitat for 
Humanity.

Well-planned open space management strategies can achieve 
multiple objectives, including improved water quality, flood risk 
reduction, environmental education, and ecological restoration.

The use of local stormwater management fees to purchase 
hazard-prone housing allows local governments to create 
eligibility criteria that reflects local conditions.

Case Study Lessons
Themes:

Site Design
Community Needs Assessment 
Land Planning
Implementation
Maintenance

Subcategories: 
Memorialization 
Environmental Justice 
Environmental Design 
Multi-Objective Planning
Conveying Complex Funding Structure 
Creative Funding Strategies 
Assistance from Committed Partners 
Neighborhood Parks
Ecological Restoration
Diverse Partnerships
Applying the Community Rating System (CRS)
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Questions?
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