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Disasters: 
Necessary to Achieve Resilience

“Nobody cares about the work you do!”

 To achieve a resilient society

 (1) Public needs to know

 (2) Public needs to care

Myth: People deeply care about preventing disasters

“Sand dunes are important first lines of defense against coastal storms and can do 
much to reduce losses to inland coastal development. It can be assumed that any 
removal or other alteration of a sand dune will render the dune more susceptible to 
erosion and increase potential damages to structures behind that dune.” –
https://www.fema.gov/glossary/sand-dunes

Myth: People deeply care about preventing disasters

Myth: Building Codes are the solution
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Myth: Building Codes are the solution

 FEMA ranked all states based on 
"stringency" of their building codes

 19 states scored 0 

 Good news: they can only go up in score! 
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Myth: Implementation and 
enforcement of state-of-the-art 
building codes is the solution

http://www.michelbruneau.com

Free 
Download

Christchurch Earthquake

1280 demolished

Success?

Life Safety Resilience

Resilient reconstruction because… Myth: Mandatory earthquake warning laws incentivize seismic retrofit

Myth: Mandatory earthquake warning laws incentivize seismic retrofit

 THEORY: 30%

 PRACTICE: 0%

 POSSIBLE EXPLANATION:

 Risk assessment bias

 Poll bias

 Information overload

Myth: Mandatory earthquake warning laws incentivize seismic retrofit
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A 2014 Property and Environment 
Research Center (PERC) study 
found that cancer rates in 
California have not fallen 
significantly since Prop 65 took 
place compared to other states.
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Myth: Journalists can convey knowledge
NY Times “Fail”: Francis Scott Key Bridge
Response Posted on LinkedIn

The Problem

X X
Who cares about
Anthropology and Civilization History?

 45 million copies worldwide –
translated into 65 languages

宋世怡, CC BY-SA 4.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0>, via Wikimedia Commons

Making the public knowledgeable
Very painful way (usually works) Less painful (might work)

“Fascinating” – Publishers Weekly


