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● Landslide in Mameyes (Ponce) caused the death of hundreds of persons in 1985.

● After Hurricane Maria, there were more than 70,000 landslides.

● This map shows the density of  landslides observed after Hurricane Maria.
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What causes landslides?



Posibles efectos en la infraestructuraLandslides can occur in just 
seconds, or can develop over 

the course of years.

Photo by Javier Colόn Dávila 
Video of a landslide in Puerto Rico (2013):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WPpvJt5EbQ4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WPpvJt5EbQ4


Examples of landslides in 
specific municipalities in 
Puerto Rico

The type of landslide—debris 
flow or rockfall—depends on 
various factors:

• Saturation of the soil with 
water

• Type of rock and soil
• Angle of the slope



● To engage, inform, and raise 
awareness about landslide risks in 
communities in Puerto Rico.

● To serve as a foundation for various 
modes modes of risk communication 
including multimedia, workshops, and 
presentations.

● To support the risk reduction 
objectives of residents and 
professionals in Puerto Rico.

Why was the guide created?



● To encourage residents to take 
necessary precautions

● To help people respond in a timely 
manner

● To educate people about what to do in 
case a landslide occurs

● Download here: 
hazards.colorado.edu/puertorico

What is the goal?





For more information: www.listo.gov/es

The guide also 
highlights 

recommended 
preparedness actions 

http://www.listo.gov/es


Response and Recovery



Possible signs of 
landslides  

● It’s important to always be 
alert to these signs and not 
wait to identify them all in 
order to take action. 

● Remember to monitor any 
type of change in your home 
or surroundings



Possible signs 
of landslides 

in infrastructure

● This shows some, but not 
all, of the signs that 
indicate landslide risk.

● Consult with a professional 
if you notice all or some of 
these signs.



Landslide Susceptibility Map

An interactive map intended to illustrate landslide hazards, 
showing the likelihood of occurrence in different parts of the 
i l d

For more information: https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/ofr20201022



● USGS Landslides Hazards Program: www.landslides.usgs.gov

● SLIDES-PR: www.facebook.com/SlidesPR

● EcoExploratorio: www.ecoexploratorio.org

● Floods and Landslides in Puerto Rico: Damage Mitigation Guide (CIAPR, AEMEAD, FEMA)

● Geology Division: www.drna.pr.gov/oficinas/division-de-geologia/

● Puerto Rico Seismic Network: http://redsismica.uprm.edu/Spanish/

For more information:

http://www.landslides.usgs.gov
http://www.facebook.com/SlidesPR
http://www.ecoexploratorio.org
http://www.drna.pr.gov/oficinas/division-de-geologia/
http://redsismica.uprm.edu/Spanish/
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