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Introduction to ICPSR
• Social Sciences Domain Repository operating since 1962

• CoreTrustSeal Certified, NIH Designated Repository

• ICPSR provides broad public access to curated data
• Supports curation of data in a variety of ways
• Multiple levels of restricted access

• openICPSR for self-published data (journal req, replication)



ICPSR Curation Support
Support for data governance about data sharing 
Data stewardship policies and management
DOI, Data Citation, Bibliography Services
Data Quality Review, Disclosure Risk Review
Determine level of access and management of restricted access data
Creates and support detailed study-level metadata for all data
Creates and supports detailed variable-level metadata for most
Disseminate data in multiple formats
Long-term preservation
User support



Externally-Funded Infrastructure for 
Public Access to Data at ICPSR
National Archive of Computerized Data on Aging (NIA/NIH)
Data Sharing for Demographic Research (NICHD/NIH)
National Addiction and HIV Data Archive Program (NIDA/NIH)
National Archive of Criminal Justice Data (OJP-NIJ, BJS+)
Child & Family Data Archive (OPRE/ACF/HHS)
MCC Evidence Platform (MCC)
Patient-Centered Outcome Data Repository (PCORI)
Health and Medical Archive (RWJF)
National Archive of Data on Arts and Culture (NEA)



Externally-Funded Infrastructure for 
Public Access to Data at ICPSR
Advantages: 
Free for all to access; Part of a supported collection; May be technical 
support to help organize deposit

Disadvantages: 
Resources can support only selected data



Other Directly-Supported Data at 
ICPSR
• ICPSR partners on grant applications to conduct research
• Review data; invoice for direct payment
• Direct budget in grant application, invoice

Advantages: Free for all to access; Less competing priorities for ICPSR 
services

Disadvantages: Requires investigators to allocate research budget to 
this activity



Consortium-Supported Public Access 
Data at ICPSR
Guided by the ICPSR Collection Development Policy
~6 FTE Staff
May suggest openICPSR if curation would not add value

Advantages: Free to faculty, staff and students at ~800 
organizations worldwide; $550 for any others

Disadvantages: ICPSR prioritizes the order in which these 
data are released



Level of Access

• Downloadable Public-Use Data - data de-identified, users 
agree to terms of use

• Restricted-Use Data - require a DUA, data security plan
• Secure Download
• Virtual Data Enclave
• Physical Enclave
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Impact of Hurricane Ike



Coming Soon

Research Data Ecosystem - infrastructure project at ICPSR, 
suite  of new products to support data sharing over the data 
life  cycle and expand data types

Explore Data
Large File  Ingest
TurboCurator
Single-Stream Deposit
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