RESEARCH SERIES

INGLUSIVE EMERGENGY
ALERTS FOR COLORADO:

AN ASSESSMENT AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LANGUAGE

AND DISABILITY CONSIDERATIONS

As disasters increase in frequency and intensity, news media, the
public, and government officials have exposed issues with the ability
to warn people with limited English proficiency (LEP) and people with
auditory or visual disabilities. However, little research examines the
extent to which current emergency alerting policies align with best
practices for reaching these populations. The purpose of this study
was to identify best practices for inclusive alerting, assess existing
systems, and offer recommendations to improve current alert
systems in Colorado that address language and access needs.

documents focused on emergency alerting language
and disability access reviewed.

survey responses from 57 of 64
Colorado counties.

emergency management, alert providers, news agencies,
and disability/language access advocates interviewed.
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