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“| feel that the only way to be successful in mitigating disaster risk, through a researcher's perspective, is to become a cohesive part of this

evolving force [the community] and not an independent actor, if your intentions are truly about benefiting the community.”
-DTSC Member 5

Disaster Trust and Social Change (DTSC) is a lab focused on reducing disaster risk in marginalized Florida communities. One key

methodology used by DTSC is Participatory Action Research (PAR). By actively involving community members and stakeholders in PAR:
the research process, PAR not only enhances the relevance and impact of research but also fosters a more inclusive and

equitable approach to knowledge production and social change. PAR transforms both project outcomes and research

professionals by fostering dynamic exchanges of ideas and experiences (Mehdipour, ahead-of-print). This is especially important

for young researchers, PAR can reshape what it means to do research as they move into the field.

This poster examines the impact of PAR on undergraduate lab members' perceptions of research and community in a social
justice context through qualitative surveys and thematic analysis.
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