
• To understand the experiences of immigrants 
during disasters by identifying:
o What are the unique concerns among 

immigrants during disasters?
o What are the variations in disaster 

experiences and impacts across the 
subgroups of immigrants?

• Immigrants have distinct experiences and 
disaster impacts compared to the broader 
combined category of racial and ethnic 
minorities 

• There is variation in disaster experiences and 
impacts across different types of immigrant 
subgroups beyond just refugees 
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Introduction

Immigrants: 
• Defined as anyone who 

was not a U.S. citizen at 
birth.
• Is comprised of 13.9% 

of US population
• Most (86%) are from 

historically 
marginalized groups

• Are more likely to live 
and work in disaster-
prone areas

• Approximately 5.9 
million (1st among all 
MSAs) in the The New 
York- Newark-Jersey 
City, NY- NJ-PA region.

• Are disproportionately 
impacted during 
disasters, yet have 
different concerns and 
challenges

• Current literature 
suggests immigrants 
are under-studied.

• Largest sub pop are 
temporary migrants.

Hypotheses

Methods

• Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and 
Meta-Analyses (PRISMA).

• Search terms:  Immigrants; Refugees; Disasters; United 
States
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Preliminary Findings of Interview Process
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Purpose

Specific challenges 
for                 immigrants:

o Restrictive 
immigration status

o Fear of deportation 
o Selective disaster 

relief measures 
o Labor exploitation

Subpopulations of Immigrants in 
the US

Cultural and Linguistic Adaptation: 
Infographics on climate change and the impacts 
on marginalized communities.
Flexibility in Interview Format: 
Adjusting the interview structure or questions 
based on participants' needs and feedback

Holistic Support and Resources: 
Acknowledge the multiple challenges faced by 
asylum seekers beyond coastal hazards.
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Early Recommendations

• Limited understanding of climate change. 
Some early quotes include:
“Climate change is God’s work”.

“Do you mean flooding of people?”
“I don’t believe in Climate change. 

There are only four seasons!”
• Getting asylum status and employment are 

the most crucial need for the West African 
migrants.

Community Engagement Process 
Big Institutional Non-profit Engagement:
o Included a highly bureaucratic process
o Cautious perceptions of outsiders
o Building personal connections was difficult
o Allocation of resources was challenging 

Small Grassroots Organization:
o Have limited resources
o Lack formal engagement structure
o Depend on personal networks
o Scaling up activities is difficult

Fig.1: Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA) systematic literature review 
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