Making Research Accessible: DRCit! Approach to

Sharing Disaster Social Science

Natural Hazards Workshop 2026

Disaster research has successfully identified
evidence-based findings, but scholarly articles are
often complex and difficult to access. DRCit! takes
scientifically informed findings and converts it to
written products that emergency managers, the
media, and the public can easily access and consume.
Here, we highlight two modules: Unique aspects of
disaster vulnerability experienced by renters and
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Selected Findings
What affects post-disaster

e Renters often face longer, deprioritized recovery business recovery?

e Renters are dependent on landlords for mitigation nderstanding the factors that influenc
action and are not eligible for the same kind of e b ot o s e
assistance post-disaster e

e Affordable rental units often decline in availability mportant and consistent:

e Evacuation compliance is connected to
demographic characteristics (perhaps related to risk
perception and social roles), perception of hazard
risk to their homes, resource availability, and
concern about other aspects (e.g. loss of work), and
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Selected Tips for Future Practice

e Information should be given in multiple

sources, channels, and languages
Messages about hurricane threat should
go out as soon as there 1s a credible
threat

Be specific: Tell people about the risk,
what they should do to protect
themselves, who to ask if they need help
Consistently coordinate communication
from official sources to avoid confusion.
Build relationships and trust with
communities before an event.

Remind people to reach out to loved
ones as well as those 1n their
communities
who might
need help.

Applications

- Accessible/digestible research-

gounded resources for emergency
managers and decision-makers.
Source for journalists and other
communicators to quickly glean
accurate information after a disater
Resource for K-12 and college
courses; distills & communicates
research findings.

Learn more about the

Disaster Research Center

[nvolve organizations representing
renters 1n the planning process to
reinforce tenant protections and
incentivize resilient rental housing
Implement expansive eligibility and
streamlines processes for
post-disaster rental assistance and
provide multiple avenues for renters
to access support

Strengthen post-disaster rental
opportunities and protections, like
working with affordable housing
providers and implement eviction
bans and rental caps

Develop outreach campaigns that
specifically target renters

Partner with local organizations to
better understand and cater to
vulnerable renters
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