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MAY 
TORNADOES

x2 x1

TORNADOES

May 10, 2024 - around 7am

COST

EF2 EF1

$50MI

OPENING 
THE NENE 
BOX

Natural Features Indian Creek, Optimist 
Park, Indianhead Trail, Koucky Park

Risk approx. 10% of homes in Flood Zone 
AE, Wildfi res, Hurricanes, Tornadoes, Heat

Zoning Layers Urban edge along Apalachee 
+ Residential Preservation

A higher cost of living combined with more frequent and intense weather events is a compounding socio-economic problem that needs to 
be addressed through a social justice lens. This research contends that partnering with a community during early-stage research design 
is essential for defi ning resilience in ways that are both actionable and equitable. However, conducting research at the neighborhood 
scale reveals signifi cant methodological and institutional barriers, from navigating IRB processes to refi ning participatory methods 
that accommodate diverse perspectives. In collaboration with the Indianhead-Lehigh neighborhood (aff ectionally called Nene Land) in 
Tallahassee, FL, this work explores how neighborhood-scale resilience is experienced and contested in a community with diverse ethnic 
backgrounds, income levels, and climate risk exposure. Preliminary data collection - combining geospatial analysis and insights from 
community meetings - highlights the disconnect between policy-driven resilience defi nitions and locally relevant adaptation strategies. At 
the same time, this early-stage research has faced challenges in structuring participatory methods, addressing institutional constraints, 
and adapting methodologies in response to community input. This poster refl ects on these early-stage challenges and their implications 
for the future of disaster research. By addressing practical barriers to researcher-community collaboration, this study contributes to 
broader discussions on integrating equity into climate resilience research.
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FLOOD RISK

GROWTH

19%

136

1964-68 de jure segregation outlawed
1965 HUD is created
1968 National Flood Insurance Act
 (Title XIII): encourages mapping and fl ood 
insurance 
1970 Housing and Urban Development Act 
of 1970 (Title VII): Incentives to developers
1972 Florida Housing Act: promotes 
elimination of substandard housing
1973 Flood Disaster Protection Act: 
Requires fl ood insurance protection
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SQ1. What defi nes climate resilience for 
the residents of Indianhead-Lehigh?

SQ2. What strategies and initiatives
are currently in place for the residents of 
Indianhead-Lehigh?

SQ3. In what ways have the strategies 
and initiatives from SQ2  aff ected the 
neighborhood’s climate resilience?

SQ1

SQ2

SQ3

DEFINING 
CLIMATE 
RESILIENCE 
FOR IHLN

ASSESSING 
IMPACT

COMPILING 
STRATEGIES 
+ 
INITIATIVES

TECHNICAL MAPS 
+ ARCHIVAL

COMMUNITY 
ASSET MAPS

PROPERTY 
RESILIENCE
ASSESSMENTS

SURVEY 
+INTERVIEWS

“...attention, as Simone Weil defi ned it: all our neighbor asks is that we ask, ‘What 
are you going through?’ and listen to the answer. Making associations, fi nding 
relationships, cherishing relationships, perceiving ‘What are you going through?’”
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Ana Tricarico Orosco, June 2025. Part of Doctoral Research at FIBER, University of Florida.


