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Program-based camps, including youth, educational, religious, and recreational camps, operate across the United 
States and play an important role in child development and community engagement. Despite their significance, these 
camps are often located in hazard-prone areas with limited infrastructure and emergency response capacity. Different 
local zones across the country frequently exempts them from the safety regulations applied to schools or residential 
facilities, leaving them vulnerable to natural disasters, especially flooding.

•	Using state floodplain data instead of federal maps changes license renewal outcomes for 90 
camps, increasing potentially non‑compliant licensed camps in 2025 from 93 (FEMA) to 183 (TWDB).

•	8 licensed youth camps lack FEMA floodplain coverage entirely, demonstrating regulatory blind 
spots when federal data are used alone.

•	Over 34 licensed camps have greater flood exposure than the site of the 2025 fatal youth camp 
disaster, indicating that extreme risk is not isolated or atypical.

•	Buildings in the 100‑year floodplain at licensed camps represent $613M (FEMA) to $1.19B (TWDB) 
in depreciated replacement value, with losses concentrated in a small number of sites.

•	Spatial clustering of at‑risk camps differs between state and federal floodplain datasets, suggesting 
systematic underestimation of youth camp flood risk in federal maps.
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